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U N I E D  STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 1 
1 CONGRESS STREET, SU~TE1100 S&&S a sea -gP  

BOSTON, MASSACWUSET7S 02114-2023 

Mr. Alldrew T. Silfer 
Corporate Enviromental Programs 
General Electric Company 
100 Woodlawn Avenue 
Pittsfield, M.4 01201 

Re: 	 Conditional Approval of General Electric Company's (GE) February 2003 Pre-
Design Investigation Reportfor NewellStreet Area IfRemovalAction, GE Housatonic 
River Project Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

This letter contains the Enviromental Protection Agency's (EPA) conditional approval of the 
pre-design investigation activities for the above-referencedpre-Design1nvestigatioi-t Report for 
Newell Street Area IIRemoval Action (Report). The Report is subject to the terms and conditions 
specified in the Consent Decree (CD) that was entered in U.S. District Court on October 27,2000. 
Pursuant to Paragraph 73 of the CD, EPA, atter consultation with the Massachusetts D e p m e n t  of 
Environmental Protection (MDEP), approves the above referenced submittal subject to the following 
conditions: 

Conditions 

1. 	 GE has proposed to collect samples &om two additional borings to Wher  characterize soil 
in utility corridors for PCBs: RAA13-C88 (to amaximum depth of 7 feet bgs, because the 20- 
inch sanitary sewer is reportedly at a depth of 7 feet below ground), and RAA13-290 (to a 
maximum depth of 12 feet bgs as the 48-inch sewer line is 12 feet bgs). GE shall ensure that 
the samples will be collected to a depth equal to the depth of the bottom of the utility trench 
bedding. 

2. 	 GE has proposed to collect sever&additional samples to further characterize non-PCB 
constituents (those listed in Appendix 1Xof 40 CFR 264, plus benzidige, 2-chloroethyl vinyl 
ether, and 1 ,2-diphenyhyhzine, referred to asAppendix LXt-3). GE shall add and/or relocate 
Appendix IX+3 samples as follows: 

a. 	 Relocate proposed smple location 13-H93 (1- to 3-R and 10- to 15-ft 
depth intewals), to location G92, elevated lead and dioxins were 
detected in the upper foot. 

b. 	 Collect an Appendix E t 3  sample at location 13-288 (3- to 6-13 depth 
internal), to fill a horizontal data gap on the w portion of Pareej J8-23-
12 at lhis d q a  intewal, 'This smple may be malyzed for Appendix R+3 
se~-volatileo r g ~ ccornpods  (SVOCs), dio ,and metals only. 

c, 	 Colle~tAppendix Ri-3 samples at grid Imation 91, &omthe 1- to 
3-8 and 3- to 6-fi depth intewals, to bettm characterize this area and to 
proGde Somat ion for evdwthg the Cityof Pittsfield parcel, (%is sample 
loca~onwas preGouslyrqutrsled, however, GEreco ended delering it, as 

utiiity corridor was w i t h  an easement that would not be 
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In Fi,wes 3 Ihrou& 8, GE has identified an area "subject to installation of a vegetative 
enDineered barrier and natural resome restorationi'enhance~nent plmtings." The SONrstates 
I-hat the portion of Newel Street !sea LI that will be subject to a vegetative endneered barrier 
will "consist of the existing pasking Iots owned by GE (including both paved and unpaved 
properties)" (SOW, p.47) and does not specifically identifj the area to be subject to the 
barrier. To avoid any confirsion, GE shalt clarifL and illusb-ate the extent of the proposed 
vegetative engneered barrier, in order that smiples located near the proposed barrier's 
bomdarq. are appropriately addressed in WR;IAevaluations. 

4. 	 Preliminw review of Appendix mi-3 sample analytical results identified several locations 
outside the proposed vegetative barrier for which GE may need to collect supplemental 
samples to support the RDrlift evaluation. The constituenb and areas that may require 
supplemental samples may include: 

a, 	 Elevated lead concentrations are reported for samples from borings in the 
eastern portion of Parcel 59-23-12 indicate that the areas of lead 
c o n t ~ a t i o nfrom the adjacent Newel1 Street Area 1RAA extend into the 
Newell Street Area IT (NS4.D) RAA. For example, elevated lead was 
reported in samples from the following borings: RAA13-C3, RAA13-C5, 
NS-24B, and SL0475. 

b. 	 Elevated lead concentrations are reported for samples from locations RAAl3- 
G92 and SL0124. 

c. 	 Elevated dioxinihran concentrations are reported for samples from locations 
M 1 3 - A 9 7  (14 ppb, upper foot), RAA13-B90 (43 ppb, 1- to 3-fi depth 
interval), and SL0124 (32 ppb, upper 0.5-ft). 

5. 	 EPA has the following comments on Tables and Figures: 

a. 	 Table 2 - The analytical results for sample W 1 3 - 1  (21- to 23-R depth 
interval) shall be removed, as the sarnple depth interval is not applicable. 

b. 	 Table 4 -The following samples and their analyhcal results shall be removed, 
as all parameters are listed as "NS" (not sampled) andlor "R" (rejected): NS- 
1A (12- to 1 4 4  depth interval), NS-7 (2- to 4-ft depth interval), NS-9 (4- to 
6-ft depth interval). Similarly, samples NS-7 (14- to 16-R depth interval) and 
NS-33 (1 2- to 1 4 4  depth interval) only had e o m o n  laboratory contaminants 
reported, and could be excluded in the RDIRA evaluation. 

c. 	 Figure 2 -In subsequent documents, GE shall clarify the ownership status for 
three parcels that GE has indicated "GE owned or in $e process of 
pwchasing." In a letter dated March 20,2003, addressed to hlr:Bryan Olson, 
EPA, GE does not include these in a listing of nonlGE-owed properties. 

d. 	 Figure 3 - Sample location RAA13-B79 shall be added to the figure. 
e. 	 Figure 7 -The location of EPA sample NS-29 shall be added to the figure. 
f. 	 Figure8-The notations for the follotving sarnple locations shall be coneeted: 

NS-I 1, indicates that data are available for volatile orgmic cornpounds 
(VOCs) and SVOCs, however, only VOC data are reported; and NS-14 
indicates that VOC data are available, however, Table 4 reports VOCs as not 
smpled, 

Within two weeks of the date of this letter, GE shall submit a letter to P A  (kc1udingretevmt tables 
and Ewes) that incorporates theco ents presented herein and provides an updated proposd for 
hture stivifies proposed in the PDI Reports. W i t h  90 daysof EPA's approval of that proposal, 
GE shdl submit the Supplemen&I PDI Report. 

EPA resenes its right to pedorm additional smpling in Kewell Street. Area LI andior requke 
additional sampling or Respome Actions, if necessary; to meet the requirements of the Consent 



Decree. Ifyou have anyquestions, please contact me at (617) 918-I 365. 

~ r y a niso on 
CEiI-fotrsatonicTeam Leader 

cc: 	 Dick Gates, GE 
Sue Steenswp, hDEP 
Sue Keydel, PvfDEP 
Holly Inglis, US EPA 
John Kjlborn, US EPA 
K.C. Mi&e~cius,US ACE 
James Bieke, Shea & Gardner 
James Nuss, BBL 
Dawn Janxos, Weston Solutions, Inc. J 
Pigsfield MA Office, US EPA 
Mayor Sara Hathaway, City of Pittsfield 
Tom Hickey, PEDA 
Newel1 I1 Property Owners 
Teresa Bowers, Gradient 
Public Information Repositories (4) 
Site File 


